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ica. Scattered through the book are numerous photographs of South 
American scenes and buildings. In an appendix are printed the re- 
spective rules and regulations concerning commercial agents from foreign 
countries who may be doing business in a particular republic. Maps are 
printed of northern and southern South America of the present time. 
Written by a former correspondent of the Times, the book is somewhat 
journalistic in character. It contains a large amount of informative 
data. It should make an appeal to the general reader and to the in- 
creasing number of American and English business men who are becom- 
ing interested in the land of the southern cross. 

William Spence Robertson 

Mexico and the Caribbean. Clark University addresses. Edited by 
George H. Blakeslee. Professor of history and international re- 
lations, Clark university. (New York : G. E. Stechert and company, 
1920. 363 p. $4.00) 
This volume is a collection of addresses made at the seventh confer- 
ence upon international relations held at Clark university. The papers 
upon Mexico are arranged in groups under the following topics: fun- 
damental factors, specific problems, recent conditions, the new Mexican 
regime, and the policy of the United States toward Mexico. The papers 
upon the Caribbean nations are concerned with these topics: the Car- 
ibbean policy of the United States, American interventions in the West 
Indies, the republics of Central America and their problems, and the 
problem of Porto Rico. As these papers were mostly read either by 
Latin Americans or by teachers and business men of the United States 
who are specially qualified to speak, they contain illuminating com- 
mentaries upon conditions in Mexico and the Caribbean countries. 
Among outstanding articles are those by Messrs. Starr, Schoenrich, and 
Shepherd, which are respectively entitled ' ' The Mexican people, " " The 
present American intervention in Santo Domingo and Haiti, ' ' and ' ' The 
Caribbean policy of the United States." The book should prove in- 
teresting to the general reader and useful as supplementary reading to 
college classes engaged in the study of Latin- American history. 

William Spence Robertson 

Congregational work of Minnesota. 1832-1920. By many contributors. 
Edited and partly written by Warren Upham. (Minneapolis : Con- 
gregational conference of Minnesota, 1921. 606 p.) 
It is a worthy but difficult task to write the history of the missionaries 
and pioneer ministers who toiled on the frontier of our country and of 
their work as it helped to produce the life of to-day. The historian 
must not only tell their story, but he must also weave into it the politi- 
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oal, economic, and social background of their work. He must be very 
critical of his sources because of the intangibleness of much of the in- 
fluence of religion, the undying optimism of the clergy, and the con- 
tinued neglect of the sources of this phase of history. Many state 
church histories have been written, but few deserve to be called history. 
As a class they are uncritical, biographical, and annalistic. Moreover, 
it is obviously a mistake to confine a church history to the limits of a 
state, the boundaries of which are political rather than religious. 

The present work, a collection of essays, memoirs, and statistics, 
giving portions of Minnesota Congregational history, escapes in some 
degree the usual faults only to be caught in other serious deficiencies. 
The defects of composite authorship are exaggerated, and particularly 
does the book lack unity. Much of it is of little value. The chapter on 
"Planting new churches in northern Minnesota and North Dakota," 
by Edwin H. Stickney, is of more interest, while Walter M. Patton's 
chapter on Carleton college is perhaps the best. Chapters on Sunday 
schools, women's work, charities, the iron ranges, and the world war 
show the more modem point of view of the editor. 

It is to be regretted that the editor or some of his more able contribu- 
tors did not work over the material and produce either a source book 
or a history of the Congregational church in the northwest. The more 
valuable sources of this present work could have been published in 
appendixes. 

John D. Barnhart, Jr. 



